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REMEMBERING AND REBUILDING: BY GOD’S GRACE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Haggai 2:1-9 

The Coming Glory of the Temple 

2 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord 

came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of 

Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and 

to all the remnant of the people, and say, 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this 

house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 4 Yet 

now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of 

Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the Lord. 

Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of hosts, 5 according to the covenant that I 

made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 

6 For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens 

and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the 

treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of 

hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter 

glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this 

place I will give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.’” 

 

 

Homecoming. Colleges, high schools, even churches have a homecoming.  It is a time 

for alumni to return to their alma mater, to walk the old familiar hall and stroll across 

the old familiar campus. A time to see old friends, share memories of the good old 

days, and to perhaps comment about the changes on campus.  
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“Can you believe they changed the school mascot?” “Yeah, they’re called the 

Tornadoes now!” “Tornadoes?! What was wrong with being called the Polecats? Why, 

in my day, we were proud to be called the Polecats!”  

 

The truth is most of the students in his day were embarrassed to be called Polecats. But 

memory is not always reliable. We may romanticize the past, glamorize the past, we 

may remember the past as being perfect. That can set us up for disappointment. 

We can just as easily romanticize the future. As you high school seniors leave high 

school with a diploma in one hand and an admission to a good university in the other, 

you will be tempted to have unrealistic hopes. How tempting it will be to think that if 

you just make good grades and work hard, you will be more successful out in the 

world than your older siblings who’ve just been glad to get any kind of job coming out 

of college. We may entertain unrealistic hopes for our future. That can set us up for 

disappointment.  

 

On this day of celebration, we consider both the past and the future of this 

congregation. Our theme is Remembering and Rebuilding. It is a joyful theme. It is 

good to remember, and it is good to rebuild. But if remembering becomes a 

comparing of a perfect past with a struggling present, then we are set up for 

disappointment. Or, if we look to the future with an unbridled hope based solely on 

the fact that we are working to rebuild this congregation, then we are set up for 

disappointment.  

 

Rebuilding was what God’s people were doing, as we skim through the Book of 

Haggai. They had been given legal authority by the Persian emperor to return to 

Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Only a remnant, though, took him up on it. Only a 

relatively small group of Jews actually returned to Jerusalem. But they had started the 

work of rebuilding the temple. That’s what Haggai chapter one tells us. The Book of 

Ezra fills in more of the details: a new altar had been built, and the foundation of a 

new temple had been laid. But by the time we get to Haggai chapter two, the 

rebuilding had stopped. Ezra tells us the problem was those Samaritans.  
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But Ezra includes a small detail that is picked up here in Haggai chapter two by God 

Himself. In Ezra 3:12 it says that those Jews who were old enough to remember the old 

temple wept when they saw the foundation of the new temple. So, through the 

prophet Haggai God asked them, “Why did you weep?” Haggai 2:3: “Who of you is 

left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not 

seem to you like nothing?” (Haggai 2:3) Criticizing their craftsmanship was not was 

God was doing. Rather, pointing out the reason for their weeping was what He was 

doing. “Does it not seem to you like nothing?” Nothing is how they felt about the 

humble building that they were now building compared to the glory of the old temple. 

To them the new temple looked like nothing. Worthless. Maybe it’s even how they felt 

about themselves at that moment. The biggest reason the rebuilding of the temple 

had stopped was not the interference of the Samaritans. Rather, it was simply 

disappointment.     

 

Disappointment can stop you. Disappointment can trap you… disappointment with 

fellow Christians, disappointment with ourselves, disappointment with God and 

disappointment when things do not live up to our expectations.  

 

Disappointment can trap us in feelings and behaviors that fall short of what God’s 

commands demand of us. For example, the Psalm writer says that this is the day that 

the Lord has made. We are to rejoice in it. What complications, though, complexities 

of life, or losses prevent you from rejoicing in this day, prevent you from appreciating 

the wonderment of life in 2015, and have you longing instead for the good old days, or 

making you feel as if you can’t wait for this day to be over so you can move on to the 

next thing? Disappointment can trap you.  

 

But God will not let disappointment define you. Who you are is defined not by the 

things that happen to you but by God who has called you by name to be His own. We 

hear God calling our own baptismal names as we hear God calling through His 

prophet Haggai to His disappointed people: “O Zerubbabel, O Joshua son of 

Jehozadak, be strong. For I am with you. This is what I covenanted with you when you 

came out of Egypt. And My Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.” (Haggai 2:4-5)  
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It is God who defines you, the God who has called you, who has called you by name, 

who is with you, whose Spirit remains at work in you and among us. It is God who 

defines you. 

 

He defines you as those who are waiting for the Desired of all nations. God directly 

addressed the disappointment of His remnant Israel when He pointed them to their 

Messiah. “I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come…” (Haggai 

2:7) A month from now we’ll be singing a hymn whose with those very same words, “O 

come, Desire of nations, come.” You know what hymn I’m talking about. And you 

know who that hymn is talking about. You know who the Desired of all nations is. 

Messiah. Jesus.  

 

It was a deep longing for Messiah that would define Israel after their return from 

Babylon. As they rebuilt Jerusalem, as the age of the prophets slowly came to a close, 

as they looked forward to the one who would go before the Lord to prepare His way, it 

was their deep longing for the Desired of all nations that would define them as a 

people. That would enable them to go back to work and rebuild the temple. Messiah 

was coming. 

 

The Desired of all nations will come again. It is our waiting for Him to return that defines 

us. It’s what’s written on your timeline. You know that if you have a Facebook page, 

which by now is not nearly as cool as being on Tumblr or Twitter, there is a place on it 

where someone can post a message on your timeline. Just click inside the box, and 

type your message. Well, even if you don’t have a Facebook page, you still have a 

timeline. Written on the timeline of your life somewhere in your past is when God made 

you His own in Baptism, applied to you the full completion of the demands of God’s 

commands for you by Jesus on the cross. Written on the timeline of your life 

somewhere in the future is your death and your soul being taken to heaven to be at 

rest with Jesus who is the full payment for your rest. Also somewhere in the future on 

your timeline it says that the same Jesus, the Desired of all nations, will return and 

resurrect your body as His was resurrected, and at that time He will restore all things. 

That’s what defines you. The Desired of all nations will come, and you are waiting for 

Him. 
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Life can make all kinds of marks and scars on you, on your timeline. Disappointment 

can put all matter of creases and lines in your face. But it cannot take away the very 

thing that defines you and that shapes you all along life’s timeline. God won’t let it. 

The Desired of all nations is what defines us, is what enables us to look to the past with 

a realistic fondness, and to look to the future with a hope based on God being there 

no matter what. The Desired of all nations is cause for rejoicing on this day that the 

Lord has made, and He is cause for rebuilding His congregation, because He’s coming 

back. E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come. 

 

Amen 

 


